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2014 BROWNLOW MEDAL — MATTHEW PRIDDIS 
WESTERN AUSTRALIAN FOOTBALL LEAGUE 

Statement by Minister for Sport and Recreation 
MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Minister for Sport and Recreation) [2.08 pm]: I would like to 
acknowledge a number of outstanding achievements in WA football over the past week. On behalf of the 
Parliament, I would like to extend my warmest congratulations to a fantastic ambassador for sport in WA, 
Matthew Priddis, on being awarded the 2014 Brownlow Medal—a fantastic achievement. I have had the great 
pleasure to meet personally with Matt on occasion and can attest to his great humility and down-to-earth nature. 
The humble and understated manner in which he accepted his award last night speaks volumes for his character 
and is an excellent reflection on the West Coast Eagles Football Club, as is the award to Beau Waters as the 
winner of this year’s Jim Stynes Community Leadership Award. This award commemorates Jim Stynes’ 
significant contribution to the community, his outstanding leadership and his legacy as someone who always 
encouraged the best in others. Beau’s longstanding community and charitable work outside his football certainly 
made him a worthy winner. I would also like to acknowledge Lake Grace’s favourite son, Nathan Fyfe, on his 
extraordinary season. It is hard to imagine that we will not see him following in Matt Priddis’ footsteps in years 
to come. In his acceptance speech, Matt made mention of the role the Subiaco Football Club played in his 
development, and what a week it has been for Subiaco, with a victory over their highly fancied rivals, East Perth, 
in the West Australian Football League grand final last weekend. In difficult conditions, Subiaco demonstrated 
an insatiable desire to win the contest and are deserved premiers in 2014. 

The link our Western Australian Football League clubs play in establishing the pathways and assisting the 
development of elite players is second to none in Australia and is an important reason for the representation of 
WA players in the elite AFL competition. In addition to the elite talent on the field in Sunday’s WAFL 
grand final, I would like to acknowledge the efforts of two officials who made history over the weekend. In an 
Australian first, Lauren French and Sally Boud took opposite ends of the field as goal umpires for the WAFL 
grand final. That is the first time two females have officiated together in a season decider at that level. Lauren 
and Sally graduated through the ranks of amateur football and their promotion to officiate in the WAFL grand 
final is a testament to their dedication and hard work. I would like to acknowledge the pathways that the 
West Australian Football Commission has put in place to develop coaches and officials across our state. 

Understandably, the efforts of individuals such as Matt Priddis, Nathan Fyfe, Beau Waters, Lauren French and 
Sally Boud make us very proud. We are fortunate to live in a community that places such a high value on 
participation in sport and recreation. I am looking forward to the watching some of our other favourite 
Western Australian sons, including Lance Franklin and Bradley Hill, in this week’s AFL grand final. Best of 
luck to both teams. 
 

 [1] 


	2014 BROWNLOW MEDAL — MATTHEW PRIDDISWESTERN AUSTRALIAN FOOTBALL LEAGUE
	Statement by Minister for Sport and Recreation


